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(2) Ebenezer (1769-1816), Scottish poet,
born at Paisley, died a teacher in Edinburgh.
He published several volumes of Scots poems
and a Pocket Dictionary of the Scottish
Dialect (1818).

PICKERING, (1) Ed ward Charles (1846-1919),
American astronomer, born at Boston,
educated at Harvard, became professor of
Physics at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. In 1876 he was appointed
professor of Astronomy and director of the
observatory at Harvard, where his work was
concerned with stellar photometry and
classification of spectra of the stars. He
invented the meridian photometer.

(2)  William (1796-1854), English publisher,
set up for himself in 1820, and became known
by his  'Diamond  Classics' (1821-31), his
' Aldine ' edition of the poets, &c.

(3)  William Henry (1858-1938), American
astronomer, brother of (1), born at Boston,
discovered Phoebe, the 9th satellite of Saturn.
He was in charge of an observation station
at  Areqmpa  and  from   1900 director  of a
station at Mandeville, Jamaica.

PICKFORD, Mary, nee Gladys Mary Smith
(1893- ), American actress, born in
Toronto, first appeared on the stage at
the age of five, and in 1913 she made her
first film, The Violin Maker of Cremona.,
directed by D. W. Griffith. Her beauty and
ingenuous charm soon won her the title of
' The World's Sweetheart '. Her many
successful films include Rebecca of Sunny-
brook Farm, Poor Little Rich Girl, Little Lord
Fauntleroy, Sparrows and The Taming of the
Shrew. She married (i) Owen Moore, (ii)
Douglas Fairbanks (both marriages dis-
solved), (iii) Charles Rogers.

PICKLE THE SPY.   See MACDONELL.

PICO DELLA MIRANDOLA (1463-94),
Italian philosopher, the son of the Count of
Mirandola, in his youth visited the chief
universities of Italy and France. In 1486 he
issued a challenge to all comers to debate on
any of nine hundred theses at Rome, but the
debate was forbidden by the pope on the
score of the heretical tendency of some of
the theses, and Pico suffered persecution
until Alexander VI in 1493 absolved him of
heresy. He was the last of the schoolmen;
and his works are a bewildering compound
of mysticism and recondite knowledge. A
humanist as well as a theologian, he wrote
various Latin epistles and elegies and a series
of florid Italian sonnets. His philosophical
writings include Heptaplus and De Hominis
Dignirate, the theme of which is free will.
See his Life by his nephew (trans, by Sir
Thomas More; bested, by J. M. Rigg, 1890),
Pater's Studies in the Renaissance (1873),
two Italian works by Di Giovanni (1882-94)
and A. Dulles, Princeps Concordiae (1941),

PICTET, peek-tay. Name of a Swiss family
to which belonged :

(1)    Adolphe   (1799-1875),   a   native   of
Geneva, and writer on the Celts and primitive
Aryans.

(2)  Francois Jules (1809-72), zoologist and
palaeontologist.

(3)  Marcus Auguste (1752-1825), physicist

(4)     Raoul    (1846-1929),    chemist    and
physicist at Geneva and Berlin, known from

his liquefaction of oxygen, hydrogen and
carbonic acid.
PICTON, Sir Thomas (1758-1815), British
soldier, born at Poyston, Pembrokeshire,
entered the army in 1771. In 1794 he went
out to the West Indies, took part in the
conquest of several of the islands and was
appointed (1797) governor of Trinidad, in
1S01 becoming general. In 1803 he was
superseded, but immediately after appointed
commandant of Tobago. He returned,
however, to England to lake his trial for
having permitted, under the old Spanish laws,
a female prisoner to be tortured. He was
found technically guilty (1806), but on appeal
was acquitted. He saw active service again
in the Walcheren expedition (1809), and was
made governor of Flushing. In 1810 he went
to Spain, and in command of the 4 Fighting
Division ' rendered brilliant service at
Busaco, Fuentes dc Onoro, Ciudad Rodrigo,
Badajoz, Vitoria, the battles of the Pyrenees,
Orthez and Toulouse. Created a G.C.B.,
he was seriously wounded at Qiuitrc Bras,
and fell leading his men to the charge at
Waterloo. Sec Memoirs by H. B. Robinson
(1835).
PIERCE, Franklin (1804-69), American poli-
tician, fourteenth president of the United
States, born at Hillsborough, N.H., studied
law, and was admitted to the bar in 1827.
From 1829 to 1833 he was a member of the
state legislature, and for two years speaker;
he was then elected to congress as a Democrat,
and in 1837 to the U.S. Senate. As a leader
of his party, he advocated the annexation of
Texas with or without slavery, and, after his
opponents, the Whigs and Freesoilers had
been victorious in 1846, volunteered for the
Mexican war and was made brigadier-
general. In 1852 Pierce was nominated as a
compromise-candidate for the presidency
against General Scott, tlie Whig nominee,
and elected. He defended slavery and the
fugitive slave law. The cyents of his
administration were the treaty for reciprocity
of trade with the British American colonies,
the treaty with Japan, the filibustering
expeditions of Walker to Nicaragua and of
others to Cuba, and, especially, the repeal
of the Missouri Compromise and the passing
of the Kansas-Nebraska Act, which kindled a
flame that ultimately led to the Civil War.
The unpopularity of this act led to his
enforced retirement from politics in 1857.
PIERO DELLA FRANCESCA, fran-chays'ka
(c. 1420-92), a Florentine religious painter,
was born and died at Borgo San Sepolcro.
He is known especially for his frescoes, long
neglected, the Story of the True Cross in the
choir of San Francesca, Arezzo. He also
wrote a treatise on geometry and a manual
on perspective. See studies by KL. Clark
(1951), Yenturi (1953) and Berenson (1954).
PIERO DI COSMO, properly Piero di
Lorenzo (1462-1521), Florentine painter,
took the name of his master, Cosimo RosselH.
His later style was influenced by Signoreili
and Leonardo da Vinci and among his best-
known works are Perseus and Andromeda
(Uffizi) and Death of Procris (Nat. Gallery,
London). See Monograph bv R. Langton
Douglas (1946).